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HEALING the Broken

Dear Friends,

Have you spent much time
in emergency rooms? As a
pastor of almost 30 years,
I've visited quite a few. It's
usually a desperate place.
Something is really not
working the way it was
designed. The body fights
to regain strength. But the
usual methods don't work.
People reach out for help.
Many reach out to God.

The problem is that
many people ask others to
talk to a Person they are
barely acquainted with, and
usually ask someone who
they believe has an inti-
mate relationship, hoping
that will help. They ask
something like this: "Will
you speak to God on my
behalf, or on behalf of my
loved one?"

God's a very generous
God. Sometimes, even
then, God will act. But re-
quests borne out of des-
peration are too often
quickly forgotten when the
emergency passes.

| don't believe humans
are designed for an Emer-
gency Room God. But |
ask you, and | mean it en-

tirely as a kind and car-
ing inquiry--Does God
have a real place in your
life? Oris God just an
Emergency Room God
for you?

There is a 2nd way
that I see a lot of people
live. They want God in
their life. They'd like to
know more about Jesus.
But they also have this
very special American
dream--they want to
have it all. "It" can be a
lot of different things.
But in wanting it all,
schedules fill up quickly.
Time comes in short sup-
ply. There's a lot of hur-
rying. There's a lot of Go,
less God. There's just so
much to do. And there
just doesn't ever seem to
be time for seriously
thinking about God, Je-
sus, God's love and
friendship, or even if
God's Spirit is a missing
person in your soul. You
think you want it. You
thank God at least once
every November for
blessings. But mostly,
there just isn't time for
more. You sincerely
hope to turn it around,

Pastor's Corner--What Place Does God Have in Your Life?

just later--Next month,
next year, next decade--
but not now, Lord. | can't
slow down.

Again, | ask a caring
question: Does God
have a real place in your
life? Oris God just part
of a future you haven't
yet found time for?

If you know me, you
know | love to tell stories.
But I'm not trying to
tweak your emotions in
this short letter. I'm ask-
ing a question that only
you can answer. It's not
one I'm going to track
you down for. | won't
demand an answer. | just
want to help you think
about this question.
What place does God
have in your life?

Many people | meet
seem to believe that God
wants to take things
away from them. Life
becomes a sort of tug of
war. Fear of losing
something in life keeps
many people from having
a full and meaningful re-
lationship. 1 think it
would astound some
people to realize the
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YOU ARE INVITED TO AFREE CONCERT
ACTS

Performing SUNDAY, June 27" at 7 p.m. Northminster
Church - Corner of Sweetwater Ave and 35" Ave
www.northminsteronline.com

ACTS is a group of about 50 high school and college aged students that does
an annual choir tour. Each year our students practice from January to June and then
go on a week long choir tour. In years past we've traveled to San Diego, Seattle, Sac-
ramento, Houston, and this year we’re coming to the Phoenix area! We are interested
in singing. Our concert is usually about an hour long and includes contemporary
Christian music, scripture, testimonies and often a skit. Our tour is scheduled for the
last week in June this year under the direction of Matt Janosov.

Bring the child in your life early for a fun filled water afternoon and
FREE DINNER
Air-water slide fun starting at 4 p.m on Sunday the 27" followed by
BBQ of hotdogs or hamburgers starting at 5:30 p.m.
STAY for the FREE concert at 7 p.m.
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BLAST OFF INTO A GALASTIC ADVENTURE

BLAST your child age 3years - 5th grade (last grade
attended) to an ADVENTURE fun filled week of

- . * \ ‘ @&.
Vacation Bible School o

June 28th through July 2nd, 9 a.m. until Noon

Play attire recommended. Snack served.

FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE

Northminster Church 13001 N. 35th Ave Corner of 35th Ave and Sweetwater Ave. 602 942-7530

V. 4
Sunday June 27th grab your suit, )

towel and flip flops to join us for our
Pre-Blastoff party

Air-water slide fun starting at 4 p.m followed by hotdogs or
hamburgers starting at 5:30 p.m.  STAY for the FREE concert at 7 p.m.

VBS 2010 ss s

Let everything

that breathes
praise the LOAD!

www.northminsteronline.com ™ Psalm 150:6, NRSV
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Allan Chilton
Flo Smithiger
Kyle Pickens
Kenna Hayes
Kyler Peterson
Kaydence Myers
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Rhonda Gordon
Dick Benjamin
Janice Kuester
Melissa Cavallaro
Gene Oldham

Anniversaries

Jim & Sarah Greenfield
Gene & Virginia Sturgis
Bob & Shirley Brandt
Nick & Casey Albert
Mikoel & Heidi Remele
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promises God has made to
those who will invite God in.
Here are a few words
Jesus spoke that are as-
tounding. / am the Gate.
Anyone who goes through
me will be cared for—will
freely go in and out, and
find pasture. A thief is only
there to steal and kill and
destroy. | came so they can
have real and eternal life,
more and better life than
they ever dreamed of. “l am
the Good Shepherd. The
Good Shepherd puts the
sheep before himself, sacri-
fices himself if necessary---
John 10:9-11 The Message

Is your image of God a
God who wants to care for
you? Is God taking from
you or giving to you? [
came so they can have real
and eternal life, more and
better life than they ever
dreamed of. That has also
been translated, / have
come that they may have
life, and that they may have
it more abundantly. |s it
possible God wants not to
take from, but to add to
your life?

The apostle Paul wrote
that “No eye has seen, no
ear has heard, and no mind
has imagined what God
has prepared for those who
love him.” | have a pretty
good imagination, and it
intrigues and fascinates me
that God has things
planned that | won't even
have imagined or dreamed
of. That is a kind of excite-

ment that can hold my in-
terest in what God is up to.

Many people also con-
sider freedom to be the
very largest issue when it
comes to God. Do we have
freedom to choose how we
live, or must we be under
God's commands? But
again, Jesus' words are
surprising--This is my com-
mandment that you love
one another as | have loved
you. Certainly that doesn't
sound like it takes away
freedom, it's more like it
gives us freedom, freedom
to love, something we all
hope for.

And then there's this prom-
ise of Jesus:

And you will know the
truth, and the truth will set
you free. ...if the Son sets
you free, you are truly free.
John 8:32, 36

Across the centuries,
religion has often been
taught in a way that is all
about fear. "If you don't do
this....this happens.” It's
all what God wants to take
away in personal freedom.
But | believe the thing to
really fear is that every per-
son is born with a great
hole in their heart, and it is
something that only God
can fill, because God is
love, and what we are
searching for is love.

When we let God fill that
place, we are willing to give
the Lord the reins of our
life. We ask the Lord to
steer, to guide, to be in the
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driver's seat. And | believe
there are literally hundreds
of loving promises that tell
us that once we have Jesus
in the driver's seat, our life
will finally begin to work and
make sense. And it may
very well lead us to a place
we could never have imag-
ined when we were doing
the steering.

So | ask once more,
and | believe it is a kind-
ness to ask this sincere
question:

What place does God have
in your life?

As Lord, Father, Brother,
Companion, and Friend, the
Lord wants so very much to
join you and help you navi-
gate this difficult world. */
have told you all this so that
you may have peace in me.
Here on earth you will have
many trials and sorrows.
But take heart, because |
have overcome the world.”
John 16:33 New Living
Translation.

May that peace be with
you, every day.

In Christ,
Pastor Bill
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GOD"S ACCURACY

How lovely to think about
the way our Creator God
planned everything so care-
fully and perfectly, every-
thing with a plan. As His
highest creation, 'we are
fearfully and wonderfully
made.'

God's accuracy may be ob-
served in the hatching of
eggs.

For example,

The eggs of the potato bug
hatch in 7 days;

Those of the canary in 14
days;

Those of the barnyard hen in
21 days.

The eggs of ducks and geese
hatch in 28 days;

Those of the mallard in 35
days.

The eggs of the parrot and
the ostrich hatch in 42 days.
(Notice, they are all divisi-
ble by seven).

God's wisdom is seen in the
making of an elephant. The
four legs of this great beast

FOOD BANK ANNOUNCEMENT

The church food
bank receives some
of its food from St.
Mary’s Food Bank
and Desert Mission.
Some of it is free,
others must be pur-
chased. Food pur-
chased from St.
Mary’s is much
cheaper than buying
it at local supermar-
kets, l.e. $1 will buy
the equivalent of $5

all bend forward in the same
direction. No other Quadru-
ped is so made. God planned
that this animal would have
a huge body, too large to
live on two legs. For this
reason He gave it four ful-
crums so that it can rise
from the ground easily.

The horse rises from the
ground on its two front legs
first.

A cow rises from the ground
with its two hind legs first.

How wise the Lord is in all
His works of creation! God's
wisdom is revealed in His
arrangement of sections and
segments, as well as in the
number of grains.

Each watermelon has an
even number of stripes on
the rind..

Each orange has an even
number of segments.

Each ear of corn has an even
number of rows.

Each stalk of wheat has an

worth of food from
the grocery store.
Not all products are
available at St. Mary’s
and Desert Mission.
That’s why it’s some-
times necessary to
ask the congregation
for help with specific
items, such as cereal
and paper products.
If you would like to
donate money to
help buy food for the

even number of grains.

Every bunch of bananas has
on its lowest row an even
number of bananas, and
each row decreases by one,
so that one row has an even
number and the next row an
odd number.

The waves of the sea roll in
on shore twenty-six to the
minute in all kinds of
weather.

All grains are found in even
numbers on the stalks

The Lord specified thirty
fold, sixty fold, and a hun-
dredfold - all even
numbers..

God has caused the flowers
to blossom at certain speci-
fied times during the day, so
that Linnaeus, the great
botanist, once said that if he
had a conservatory contain-
ing the right kind of soil,
moisture and temperature,

food bank, please
use the money recep-
tacle in the Narthex.
We continue to serve
from 35-40 families
each Wednesday
morning. The need
does not seem to be
decreasing. Thank
you for your help
with this NPC com-
munity service.
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he could tell the time of day
or night by the flowers that
were open and those that
were closed!

Thus the Lord in His won-
derful grace can arrange the
life that is entrusted to His
care in such a way that it
will carry out His purposes
and plans, and will be fra-
grant with His presence.
Only the God-planned life is
successful.

Only the life given over to
the care of the Lord is safe.

*Author unknown

ALWAYS REMEMBER
TO PRAY AND GIVE
THANKS TO GOD, THE
GIVER OF ALL GOOD
THINGS

When there are ex-
cess produce and
bakery products,
there will be a table
outside on Sunday
mornings. Help
yourself! Donations
will be appreciated.
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Footprints in the Sand - Poem

One night | dreamed | was walking along the
beach with the Lord.

Many scenes from my life flashed across the
sky.

In each scene | noticed footprints in the sand.
Sometimes there were two sets of footprints,
other times there were one set of footprints.

This bothered me because | noticed
that during the low periods of my life,
when | was suffering from

anguish, sorrow or defeat,

I could see only one set of footprints.

So | said to the Lord,

Mission Review: Christians in

“You promised me Lord,

that if | followed you,

you would walk with me always.

But | have noticed that during the most
trying periods of my life

there have only been one set of foot-
prints in the sand.

Why, when | needed you most, you have
not been there for me?”

The Lord replied,

“The times when you have seen only one
set of footprints in the sand,

is when | carried you.”

-Mary Stevenson
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LIBRARY NEWS

There are now hundreds of
Barb Kolb's books gracing the
shelves of Northminster
Church's library. For your
convenience they are all lo-
cated on one bookcase, just
inside the door and to your
right as you enter the library.

They are sorted according to
subject and will be on display
on this bookcase for the sum-
mer, after which they will be
relocated according to their

respective subjects. Please
check out as many as you like
and delight in Barb's gift to
you!

Morocco at Risk

If you are a reader of magazine you
know that on March 7 Morocco sud-
denly expelled over 40 foreign Chris-
tians. The Village of Hope orphanage
was closed, the 16 foster parents were
given one hour to say goodbye to the
children, then escorted to the ferry and
sent to Spain. The director of the largest
American school in Casablanca was out
of the country for a death in his family
and was denied re-admittance when he
tried to return. Teachers at that school
were under strict orders never to talk
about their faith or religion so they were
surprised when all this began to happen.
Likewise foreign residents in Morocco
understood that they were never to talk
about their faith or religion in the com-
munity.

Morocco has usually been considered
one of the more moderate of Arab Mus-
lim countries. However, it is reported
that they have a new Minister of Reli-

gious Affairs and a new Minister of Jus-
tice, and that they have apparently decided
to curry favor with the new hard-line
Islamists. Nothing happens in Morocco
without the King’s approval, so this is
now apparently official policy.

As a result the Christians in Morocco are
very much at risk. The lives of many have
been disrupted in one way or another. At
this point it is uncertain what the impact of
this sudden change in policy will be on the
Christian community in Morocco which as
grown in recent years. So we need to be in
special prayer for Morocco: for those who
have suddenly been deported, for those
left behind, for the minority Christian
Community, for the leaders of that coun-
try, and for all Moroccans.

==
FATLER'S
DAY

Submitted by
Frank Younkin
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Northminster Presbyterian Women News

The Church Window will be taking the

month of July off , but it will resume HELP WANTED:

again in August. Woman needed to
become Vice-Moderator
for NPW
(Northminster Presbyte-
rian Women)

Treasurer’s Summar ...
Y The position calls for the

pemontoanendone

FOR THE MONTH ENDING APRIL 30, 2010 meeting a month (except
Cash Balance April 1, 2010 $ 158,883 summer) to help coordi-
INCOME nate women’s activities at
Pledges $ 17,856 Northmi Al
Plate 914 ort mln_ster. Also to
Restricted funds 6,255 lead meetings in the ab-
Miscellaneous General Income 2,648 sence of the Moderator.
Please contact Sarah
TOTAL INCOME APRIL 2010 27,673 Greenfield or Donna
McGuire.
EXPENSES
General fund $ 21,226 Thank you to everyone
Restricted funds 3,759 for your support of our
TOTAL EXPENSES April 2010 (24,985) various programs. Have
PRINCIPAL PAYMENT FOR MORTGAGE 470 a great summer and stay
safe. See you in Septem-
Cash Balance APRIL 30, 2010 $161,101 ber.

Submitted by
Donna McGuire

Christian Education News

Sunday school will be on Bible" by Liz Curtis. Tues- Please contact Mike or

recess until September. day Nights @ 7. Childcare Michelle Albert for more

When we resume, teach- provided. Information.

ers will be needed. Please

pray about this. Interested Small group Bible studies

parties can contact Mi- will continue through the Volunteers are needed

chelle Albert at 602-881- summer, as follows: for the N_ursery on Sun-

1723. dgys during bo_th ser-.
Sunday @ 3:00 pm vices. Please sign up in

Weekly Bible Studies Monday @ 7:00 pm the Narthex or call Mi-
Tuesday @ 7:00 pm chelle Albert.

Moms Bible study is (childcare provided)

studying "Bad Girls of the



Recipe DADS FAVORITE PEANUT BUTTER COOKIES

Ingredients

1/2 cup shortening

1/2 cup crunchy peanut butter
1/2 cup white sugar

1/2 cup packed brown sugar
1egg

1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
3/4 teaspoon baking soda

1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1/4 teaspoon salt

| Directions

Cream together the shortening, peanut butter and sugars. Beat in egg-
Combine the flour, baking soda, baking powder and salt; gradually
stir into the peanut butter mixture. Cover and refrigerate dough for at
least one hour.

Preheat oven to 375 degrees F . Make small balls of dough. Flatten
with fork dipped in flour to form cross-wise pattern.

Bake for 10-12 minutes in the preheated oven, or until just set. Re-
move from baking sheets to cool on wire racks.

The Church Window is published monthly by Northminster Presbyterian Church. Members and regular attenders of Northminster are
encouraged to submit items of church group news, inspiration, and humor, which do not have a copyright. Material for publication is
due in the church office by the 15th of the month. All articles are subject to editing and space allotments. Interim Pastor: Bill Evans,
Editor: Suzanne Floyd.

Northminster Presbyterian Church

13001 N 35th Ave Phoenix, AZ
. 35 Ave and Sweetwater

PREACHING the Word,
TEACHING the Way, Dated Material
HEALING the Broken Address Correction Requested

Phone: 602 942 7530
E-mail: northminster@qwestoffice.
net

www . northminsteronline.com

Sunday worship
9:00 AM
And
11:11 AM

Children’s Church
11:11 AM




